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Even Worse Than Worst-Case
- If terrorists ever strike major chemical plants, the
damage could be far greater than depicted in worst-
Case SCananos.

= LUnder U.S. Environmental Protection Agency rules, a
facility's worst-case scenario is limited to the single
largest containar of the most dangerous chamical
onsite. For example, General Chemical Corp._ in
Mewark lists the release of 211,000 pounds of
Oleum, fuming sulfuric acid, as its worsl-case
scenario,

= Based on modeling software, that amount of Oleum
could travel a radius of 11 miles at a potentiallv lethal

= But the total invemory of Olewmn is listed m 5 million pounds, and the
ﬂlﬂﬂﬂhﬂlﬁl!ﬁ,ﬂﬂmﬂ:ﬁuﬁﬁﬁnmﬂ_

& The rules for determiming the angle worsl-cass scenano do nol take
i pecount the possibility (hat terroriats could cause a breach of
multiple containers.
mm:muminmmw;hﬁmwﬂm
wealmcil will tn Valtholla cites 2000 poumds of chlonineg, bast 360, 000
pounds of the chemical are kepl onsile.

& When 18 submitted worst-case scennrins to the EPA, they
mﬂmmml}:ﬁ accident through different
packages and guidanes tables. The compandes wens alloed to submit the
soemario that gove the lowest release distance and the amamllest armooun of

population ot risk.

e bdost plans regarding o 1RO,000-pound rail car of chlonne —
congidered 1o be “immediately 1o life or hoalth" in
conpenirafions of 10 pars per million — l& 8 soorsi-case scenario
distance of 14 miles.

@ But in a 1998 report published by the Chlorine Institute, the srength of
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Comparison of design requirements US vs. Japan
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